District Update January 16, 2009
After visiting the Kennedy School yesterday, I am confident we will have a successful meet. Here are some points to help you and your teams during the 2 weekends.  I have included a diagram of the school and surrounding area for your reference.

Parking
Coach Parking will take place in the Basketball court.  

Burbank Volunteers will park in the upper lot behind the school.

Parents can use the school lot in the front of the school, and the surrounding streets.  The parking department will not be ticketing and towing during the weekend.

NOTE 1:  The area around the school is a congested neighborhood. You should still encourage your coaches and parents to carpool whenever possible.  The transition time between morning and afternoon sessions will be the most congested.  A suggestion might be for you to car pool your swimmers with one or 2 parents early to get them there in time for warm-ups, and have the rest of your parents arrive closer to start time.  
NOTE 2: Do not park in the Porter Square Mall, (it is right around the corner) this mall is in Cambridge, and they will ticket and tow.

Entrance
Enter through the main school entrance.  There is a sign on the building that will direct you to the pool entrance. Please ignore that sign as the entrance to the balcony and concession will be located right inside the main entrance.  Coaches and swimmers will enter here as well, coaches should show their USS id, or indicate to the door people that they are a coach.  
Spectators 
Spectator Seating runs along the side of the pool.  There is ample seating, with standing room behind the seating.  The time clock will be clearly visible to all spectators.  Spectators should not stand in the front row as they will block the view of people sitting behind them.  
The Sound System for the pool is of very good quality, and spectators should not have a problem hearing announcements.

Spectators will be allowed to eat in the balcony, or in the concession area in the hall of the school.  

Restrooms for spectators are in the first floor hall past the concession area.  The locker rooms are reserved for swimmers.  Please no spectators in the locker rooms.
Swimmers

Enter through the main entrance.  Locker rooms are on the lower level with an entrance to the pool.  There is enough deck space.  Teams should bring a trash bag and clean up their areas when leaving.  Only swimmers and coaches are allowed on deck.  Swimmers will not be allowed in the therapy pool at any time.  
Weather

It is winter in New England, and we seem to be having a lot of fun weather this year.  In Somerville if the city calls a snow emergency there will not be a meet that day.  This is not negotiable.  (It did happen many years ago in Brockton.)  We did try to work around it, but it cannot be helped.  If this happens we will work to offer the meet in a different format.  Rich Cheney will work with us to offer the meet so that swimmers will be able to swim at a Championship meet.  If this does happen we will inform you ASAP of alternate times for your swimmers events.  Keep in mind that if there is a storm, the emergency may only be called for 1 day of the weekend. So the other day of the weekend may be able to take place.  

Coaches
Coaches packets will be available in the pool office located in the middle area of the pool under the spectator seating.  Remember if you are sharing coaching duties for the weekend please leave your packet for the next coach in.

There will be a room off the pool area for coaches and officials hospitality.  While there is no refrigerator, it is a large enough area to accommodate you.  (larger than the Medford space.)

NOTE 1:  Let it be said I am not Barbara(  I will provide some of the basics for hospitality, but. . . . . .I will have to break tradition and change it up a bit.  I will bring plastic and paper goods, ice, and drinks and coolers.      I’ll be asking for help with the rest.  My thought is this;
In alphabetic order teams 

Andover - Hockomock

½ doz. donuts bagels or muffins
A.M. sessions

(Excluding Burbank as the host team.)

Lowell  - North Suburban
crackers and cheese, cheese-its, cookies or something similar. P.M. Sessions

Oak Square - West Suburban

fruit or vegetables A.M. or P.M. Sessions


Please feel free to elaborate on any of this.  

